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TREATISE" 


Wherein is Demonſtrated, 


[. That the Faſi-India Trade is the moſt National of 
all Foreign Trades, 


11. That the Clamors, Aſperſions, and ObjeQions 
made againſt the preſent Eaſt-Indra Company , 
are Siniſter, Selfiſh, or Groundleſs. 


111, That fince the diſcovery of the Eaſt-Indies , the 
Dominion of the Sea depends much upon the 
Wane or Increaſe of that Trade, and conſequent«= 
ly the Security of the Liberty , Property , and 
Proteſtant Religion of this Kingdom, 


:Þ 1V. That the Trade of the F. aft- Indies cannot be carri- 
ed on to National advantage, in any other way 
than by a General Joy nt-Stock., 


V, That the Eaff-India Trade is more profitable and 
neceiſary to the Kingdom of England, than to 
any other Kingdom or Nation in Europe. | 


By PLAITAUTe. 


—_—__ 


"IF 2 + If 3 


Printed by T. . for R:5-ri Bowlter, arthe Tuphs Head 
in Cornhii, 1 G68 1. 


C3 


y 


TREATISE 


Concerning the 


Eaſt-Jndia Trade. 


Efore I enter upon the particular proof of the 
Propoſitions in the Frontiſfpiece , [ thall de- 
ſire the Readers leave to mention ſoine few 
general Opinions of my own concerning 

, Trade , which I have long ſince entertained ; 
and the older I grow in Experience, the more I am 
confirmed in them. © 

I. That Trading Merchants while they are in 
the buſic and eager proſecution of their particular 

Trades , although they be very wiſe and good Men, 

are not always the beſt Judges of Trade , as it relates 

to the Profit or Powerot a Kingdom. The reaſon may 
be, becauſe their Ryes are fo continually fixr, and their 

Minds intent upon what makes tor their pecuitar Gain 

or Loſs , that they have not leature to expatiate or 

turn their thoughts to what is moſt Advantageovs to 
the Kingdom in general. This Il am told was the Opinion 
anciently of M. T. Cicero, and allo Boden, that Jearned 

French Author, and lately of the Lord Chief Juſtice 

St. Fohn, who was a principal Engzneer in the firſt A&t 

of Navigation. But whether it was their Opinion or 

not , 1 am ſure it's true by manifold Experience ; of 
which I could give pregnant Inſtances in the Age - 
B we 
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live in, and former Councils of Trade ſince his Maje. 
ſties happy Reſtauration, but that I deſign brevuy , 
and to avoid all Perſonal reflections, The like may 
be faid of all Shopkeepers, Artificers, Clothiers, and 
other ManufaQturers, until they leave off their Trades, 
and being Rich, by the purchaſe of Lands, become of 
the ſame common [Intereſt with moſt of their Coun- 
trey-men. 

2. And upon the ſame reaſon | am of Opinion , and 
have found by Experience, that a mixt Aſſ-mbly of 
Noblemen , Gentlemen, and Merchants, are the beſt 
Conſtitution that can be eſtabliſhed for the making 
Rules, Orders, and Bi-Laws, for the carrying on any 
Trade for the public Uriliry of the Kingdom. 

3. That all Domeſtick or Foreign TraJe , to any 
Place or Countrey, that doth not inthe Reſult and Con- 
ſequences of it, increaſe the value of our Frgli/h 
Lands ( the good plight whereof is the main Bak of 
our .Wealth, Freedom, and Safety ) ought. not only 
to be diſcouraged, but totally rejected. 

4. That all Monopolies, of what Nature or Kind 
ſoever, are Deſtructive to Trade, and conſequently 

Obſtructive to the increaſe of the value of our Lands ; 
and that therefore, if there be any thing in the Eaſt- 
India Company's Charter, or any Charter of Incor- 
porated Merchants ; that hinders any of his Majeſties 
Subjeas of Englind , Scoiland, or Trelimd, from 
coming into that Trade, upon as good Terms as others 
- of his Majeſties Subjects did , or yet may, it would 
tend to the general good of tne Kingdom , ' that ſuch 
Barrs or Hinderances were removed. | 

5. t am clearly of opinion ( be it ſaid without of- 
fence ) that if all Strangers inhabiting in any of his 

Majeſttes Kingdoms ( ſo they -be not ſuffered to be of 
| 8 Govern- 
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Government. ) had as free liberty to enter into any 
of our Incorporated Foreign Trades, as any of his 
Majeſties Native Subjes , as is practiced in the Vn:- 
ted Netherlands, it would greatly encreaſe the Trade 
of England, and improve the value of Land. 

&, That thoſe narrow Claules in the Turkey Compt- 


_ nies and other Charters, which limit the Traders to 


be Freemen of London , and not to be Shop-keepers , 
or other than ſuch as they call Legitimate Merchants ; 
as alſo the practice of admitting no Man to be free of 
the Turk-y Company under 25 /. if he be under 25 
years of Age, or50/.if above, are to the prejudice 
of the Nation in general, tho they may be for the 
advantageof the particular Traders , for which [ ſup- 
pole they were calculated. 

7. I am of Opinion,the Dutch, Nationally ſpeaking, 
are th= wiſeſt People now extant, for the contriving and 
carrying on their Trades for the publick advantage of 
their Countrey. If any ſhall here objze&, thar if it be 
ſo, I am miſtaken in my former Notion , That- Mer- 
chants are not always the beſt Judges of Trade ; for the 
Dutch have moſt Merchants in their Councils. The 
Honourable Sir Willi2nm Temple hath already anſwered 
for me , that their Councils are made up of very few 
or no trading Merchants, but of Civilians , or Sons 
of Merchants , that have long fince left off their active 
Trades, and have only now Stocks in their Eaf and 
Weſt India Companies , or in their Banks and Can- 
tores., or other publick Fonds. | 

8. That tho the Dominion of the Sea may be ob- 
tained by Arms , and fortunate Bartels at Sea, it 
can never be retained , preſerved, an maintained, 
but by the Exceſs and Predoaunaney of Forreign 


Trade. 
B 2 9. That 
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- 9. That Domeſtick and Foreign Trade do (as we 
vulgarly ſay of Twins, but more truly of Trade). wax 
and wain together; andif it were not an impropriety 
of Speech, Land might be coupled with thei. 

10. lam of Opinion, that Silver and Gold, coined 
or uncoined , tho they are uſed for a Meaſure of all 
other things, are no leſs a Commodity than Wine, 
Oyl, Tobacco, Cloth, or Stuffs; and may in many 
Cales be exported as much to National advantage as 
any other Commodity. | 

11. That no Nation ever was or will be conſidera- 
w in Trade , that prohibits the Exportation of Bu!/- 
z0n. 

12, That though it may be beſt to be left free and 
indifferent, it is more for the publick advantage to 
export Gold or Silver coined than uncoined : By rhe 
former we gain the Manufacture , and ſomerhing of 
Honour and Magnificence it is , . to have his Majeſties 
Royal Stamp paſs currenr in all parts of the World. 

12. I am confident, whatever Nation hath the 
loweſt Intereſt, will certainly have their Lands in 
higheſt eſteem and price ; and that no Nation ſhall e- 
ver over-match the Dutch in Trade, till they mate 
them in the rate of Intereſt of Money. 

14. [That the Dutch gain much more by Bul- 
lion and Foreign Commodities exported from their 
Provinces, of which the chief are Wines , Eaſt-1n413 
Goods, Engliſh Herrings, Green/and Oyl and Fins , 
than by all their own native Productions and Manu- 
faQtures. | 

I5. [That it isas probable anattempt to waſh a Black- 
amore'/Whiie, as tohope that ever we can cope with 
the Dutch in White Herrriog Fiſhing, Salt-droaging 

| tron 


from St. Urals to the Fzift-Lind, or the Ruſſia or 
Greenland Trade , till the latereſt of our Money be. 
as low. as theirs. | Tin WE 

16, I always bear that deference to tire conſent of 
Nations and: Numbers, that when-ever I ſee wiſe and 
great Nations , having different Intereſts, and various 
Forms of Government, yet conſpire, as it were, in the 
ſame means ,. to accompliſh the ſame ends of Profit., 
Power and Hogour , I conclude , they are nearer the 
right way to thoſe ends , than the wile{t and beſt pri- 
vate Men living , that hold contrary Opinions, ſwayed: 
by perſonal Profit or Loſs, Pique or Prejudice. 

.17. I am of Opinion, with ſubmiſſion to better 
Judgments, that there is juſt as much need of Com- 
panies of Merchants in England as in Holland, and 
no more. Where Companies are.necellary the Dutch 
have them; and in ſuch manner as is moſt neceſſary 
to the Nature and Commerce of the Countreys,, for 
which they are incorporated. And. 1, never heard of 
any Companies of Merchants there, but thoſe of the Eaſt 
and IV: Indies,and both in Joynt Stocks ; protedted and: 
defended by the Laws of the Provinces, 'which.are of 
the ſame force as Adts of Parliaments with us. : ' | 

18. That there is a — of a, Joynt Stock in ail 
Foreign Trade , where the Trade muſt be maintained 
by Force and Forts on the Land ; and where his Ma- 
zeſty cannot conveniently maintain an Amity and Cor: 
_ reipondence by Embafſadors ; - and not; elfewhere. 

' I ſhall now return ro what was propoſed. to 'be 
proved in the Title page , v4. 


Ll. That 
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I. That the Faſt-India Trade is the 
moſt National of all Foreign Trades. 


"* 444, Which 1 prove thus : V2. 


'W wW Hat the Dutch , French , Danes , Portugals, 
| and which, not long fince, the Swedes, and 
now the D. of Prandenburgh , have with ſo preat 
Charge and Expence attempted, and hedged about 
with Laws and Encouragements , muſt certainly be a 
Matter of the-greateft National Conſequence, 


2. This Trade employs more great Warlike Engliſh 


Ships , that may carry from 5o to 70 Guns a-picce , 
than all the Trades of the World from England be- 
ſides. | £ 

3. This Trade alone furniſheth us with Saltpetre, a 
Commodity ſo neceſſary , that in the late Kings time 
the Nation ſuffered greatly by the want of it; as is 
too well known and remembred. 


. 4. Above four fifth parts of the Commodities Im-. 


ported by this Trade, are again Exported into Fo- 
reign parts ; by which the Navigation and Trade of 
this Kingdom 1s vaſtly encreaſed into Turkey, Italy, 
gir, France , Holland, and other parts of Chriſten- 
om ; by the Returns of which, more than treble 
the Bullion js Imported, that was firſt Exported to 
India; and the Wealth of this Kingdom is as greatly 
encreaſed, as by the dire Trade to and from the Eaſt. 
Indies. 
5. Moſt of the Eaſt-India Commodities are of ſo 
fmall bulk , that if the Trade of the Eaſt-Indies were 


not 


&. 
hot in Engliſh hands, the Commodities, notwithſtand-: 
ing any Laws to the contrary, would.comre in from 
Holland (as the French Silks now do) with this dif- 
ference only ; then we ſhould pay as much for Pep- 
per, _ we _ ſell for 8 d, the pound, - as = 
o for Nutmegs , Cloves, Mace, Cinnamo rh 
is from 6 5. ns S. per pound ; cho SSH arc 
cheaper at the places of their Growth than Pepper is 
at Bartam ; b@t enhaunſed to thar price by the Dutch, 
having the ſole Trade for them. By which I conclude 
this ſaves the Kingdom in that reſpe@t only, 5coooo L. 
ger Annun , that otherwiſe they would be outwitted 


6. All Riches and Power in Nations, as well as 
private Families, conſiſts in compariſon, A Gentle- 
man /in the Countrey may be accounted Rich, if he 
be much richer than other Gentlemen, his Neighbours, 
tho but of moderate Eſtate. So Eng/avd may be 
faid to be Rich or Strong, as our Strength or Riches 
bears a proportion with our. Neighbour Nations, 
French , Dutch, Sc. and conſequently whatevef 
weakensor depopulates themenricheth and ſtrengrthen« 
eth Exgland. And moſt certain itiis, That no Foreign 
Trade doth ſo work upon the. Manufactures of our 
Nzighbour Nations, as this Trade of the Eaſt-Indzes ; 
tor rhe Staple Countreys for. Silks and Fine Linnen, 
are Haty, | * wiz Holland, Flanders, &c. inſomuch, 
as it 15 reaſonably computed , thoſe Countreys , by 
the Importation of Zaſi-India Silks and Callicoes ; 
not only into Erng/and, but from Fng/and into their 
own Countreys y are abated in thoſe fine Manufactures 
above a Million of Pounds Sterling per Annun. 


7, And 


(8) 
-| 7. And which is a conſideration of great weight, and 
may be of immenſe advantage to the ſtrength, popu- 
[ouſneſs and riches of this Nation in afew years. Eng- 
land hath already the principal Trade of Woollen 
ManufaQtures , and now a quicker vent and export for 
MULE Ch eyer it had in the memory of any man liv- 
10g. | hout Chriſtendom | have ever been of 
Opinion that generally ſpeaking, there are more Men 
and Women imployed in Silk Manufactures than in 
Woollen.: of which likewiſe Eng/:z:d4 hath obtained 
a conſiderable-part, conſidering the ſhort time ſince 
our Silk.Broad Weaving began ; which was but ſince 
Mr. Burlmach brought in Silk-Diers and Throwſters, 
towards the end of the Jate King James, or begin- 
ning of King Charles the Firſt's Regn. And am cre- 
dibly gnformed the number of Families already im- 
ployed therein in Ezg/and, doth amount to above 
40000. ,Now what ſhould hinder, but that in a few 
years more , this Nation may treble that number in 
ſuch ManufaQures.;; fince the Eaſf-Indz.z Company 
have of late years found out a way of bringing Raw 
Silk of all ſorts into this Kingdom , cheaper than it 
| can be afforded in Turkey, France, ; Italy, or 
any other place where it is made. Inſomuch, as with 
Eaſt-India Silks, we ſerve Hollind, Flinders, and 
ſome other Markets from Fug land. 

8. This Trade pays his Majeſty about 60000 /. per 
Annum Cuſtom ; aad carries out of this Kingdom 
yearly , about 60 or 70000 /U. in Lead, Tin, Cloth , 
Stuffs ; and other Commodities, of the Production and 
ManufaQture of England: Which is not ſo conſidera- 
ble, with reſpe@ to the quantity, as in this , That what 
we ſend;to the Eaſt-Ind:es of our own Manufactures , 
would not be ſent at all, if the Engliſh Nation _— 

| epri- 
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deprived of this Trade ; becaule neither Dateh nor 
-French would enure the Eu/t-Ind:ans to our Engliſh | 
 ManufaQtures: Of which we have clear inſtance in 
the Dutch Trade to F:ipan ; where they induſtriouſly 
avoid introducing our Engliſh Cloth, Which Coun- 
trey being excecding large , rich and pofu'ous ; and 
lying in fuch a Northern Latitude, might vent as 
much of our Engliſh Manufa@tures , as Spiiz and Por- 
iugal, if 'wecould gain a footing into that Tiade : 
in the endeavour whereof the Company have already 
loſt above Fifty thouſand pounds Ser /:::g. | 

9. Thothe Company have loit ſo much in the at- 
tempt of the Trade with Zipan, they have lately 
got an Entrance into the Trade of Conchin-China and 
China: and have, fora few years paſt , ſettled Fato- 
ries in three Ports thereof, 7:2. Tywan, Tonqueen 
and Amoy, to their great Charge and Expence, 
without reaping any Profit thereby to this time, but 
a certain and conſtant Loſs, which they did and do 
continue notwithſtanding, out of a Zeal they have 
to promote the Conſumption of our Woollen Manu- 
faQtures, in a Climate not altogether ſo hot as moſt 
parts of Jnd;z are. Which probably may in ſome 
time turn to the publick advantage of this King- 
dom, when thoſe raging and bloody Wars are ended 
between the Chineſes and Tartars. 


'$ IT. That 
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TI. That the Clamors, Aſperſions, and 
Objeions made againſt the preſent 
Eaſt-India Company , are ſiniſter, 
ſelfiſh , or groundleſs. 


| Efore [ engage into the Diſcourſe of ObjeQions a- 

 gainſt the preſent Eaff-Ind:a Company,l ſhali not 

ſtick to dectare (though it be againlt the Senie of 
moſt of the now Adventurers} that in my judgment 1 am 
for a New Stock , provided we can come honellly by it, 
that is, without [njuſtice to the new Adventurers (who 
will be 'found ro have deſerved worthily of their 
Countrey , when their Adtions and Them lelves fhall 
come to be impartiaily conſidered ? and without De- 
triment to the Kingdom in p-nzral. Which norwith- 
ſtanding is a Matter of gre! d flicuſty ; it being in 
Frade, as with Trees; great care is to be taken in 
removing an o!done, leait upon the removal it die, or 
at leaſt fuffer a ſhrewd ftunt. Yer ut the Wifdom of 
our Nation in that augutt . Atlſembly of Parliament, 
now convened , fhal!t incline to any a teration of rhe 
preſent Confiitution , I think this time may be as op- 
portune as any. 1{t. Becauſe our Nerghbours are not 
now, at leaſure ( the French being very low in Ind 
and the Putch not ajtogether ſo Rampant as former] ) 
72 maxe their Advantage of our Unſettlement, during 
the Tranſition from one Stock to another, zly. Be- 
cauſe the Profi:'s of 'the Eaſt-In7z Trade were never 
ſo much cried up as now they are : $9 that, I hope, the 
Subſcriptions may prove the larger to the enſuing 
SOCK, 


II 


Stock. And yet I muſt deſire to be excuſed, if I think 
thoſe that complain moſt of the Old , will not be 
found the forwardeſt Subſcribers to a New Stock. 
zly. Becauſe when we tell Gentlemen or others, they 
may buy Stock, and come into the Company when 
they pleaſe : They preſently reply, They know that , 
but then they muſt pay 2804. for 1007. And when we 
fay the intrinſic Value is worth ſo much ;. which is as 
true as 2 and 2 Makes 4 yet it 1s not fo ſoon Demon- 
ſtrated to their apprehenſions , notwithitanding it is no 
hard task to make out, that the quick Stock of the Fn- 
gli Faſt-1n{414 Company is at this time more than the 
Datch quick Stock proportionable to their reipective 
firſt Suvicriprions ; and yet their Actions now are 
currant at 440 4. or 45" 4. per Cent. In truth, 1 that 
have reaſon to inſpet and know as much of it 
as any Man , had rather buy in this Stock , now 
it is, at 3007. for 10e/. then come into any New 
Stock at even Money. Therefore , for general fa- 
tisfaction , I could wiſh the Experiment of a New 
Subſcription were tried. 4ly. If a New Stock were 
now <eſtablith'd, to-pleaſe the Generality of the King- 
dom , | ſhould nor deſpair but that ſuch New Stock 
would have a Paritamentary Sanction ; which this 
only wants, 'to be as ſtrong in its Foundation , as it is 
in all other Nations ; and which being obtained , + am 
perſuaded would in leſs than an Age,render his Majeſty 
as indubitably Soveretgn of the Ocean, as he is now 
of Great Br 1tazn, and Jrelind, and the Seas adja- 
cent. Fly. It an Engliſh-Company were ſettled upon 
ſuch a Foundation, there would be more Encourage- 
ment to maintain and defend ſome Trades by Arms, 
which cannot otherwiſe-be-en joyed. or ſecured : Which 
no Company built upon an uncertain Baſis , .can be 

S 3 ſup- 
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ſuppoſed to adventure the Charge or Hazard of ; 
while they are not ſure to enjoy their Acquelts in caſe 
of Succeſs. | | | 

Bart to return to my Theme, and muſter up all the 
Objedtions I can remeraber to have heard againſt'the 
preſent Company. 

O4jcf. 1. The firſt that comes to my Mind, is that 
of ſome of the Turkey Merchants : They ſay, TheGr:ng- 
ing in of ſo mich Silk and ſo cheap, s a publick Nu- 
ſance, and deſtroys their Trade, which depends tw holly 
upon the F'xportation of Woollen Manufatture , where- 
as the Faſt-lndia Compazr:y ſend out little Manuf iFure 
and much Bill:on, &c. | | 

Anſw. 1. lanſwer, Firſt, That it's ſtrange DoQrine 
to any ſort of Men $killd in the Polirical part of 
Trade, That the making of a Material cheap, that is 
to be ManutaQtured at Home, or Exported again into 
Foreign Countreys,ſhould be to the publick Damage of 
any Countrey. x 

2. 'That the Turkey Merchants do Ship out much 
Cloth, I deny not ; but as true it 1s, that they have 
Shipt out more Yearly ſince the great encreaſe of rhe 
E.ft-Ind:1 Trade, an\ fince themlelves have made this 
Complaint, than they did in former Years.” Sothiat 


in Fact it doth not follow that the encreafe of 'rhe 


Eaſt-Tndi.i Trade, and particularly of their Importa- 
tion of Silk, doth hinder or diminiſh the Exportation 
of Cloth to Turkey, bur rather the contrary. 

3. The queſtion is not now, Which Company ſends 
out moſt Woollen ManufaCtures, but wh:ch is the moſt 
profitable Trade to the Nation : Which I hope, I have 
proved the Ea2/t-1:4:a Trade to be; eſpecially if the 
before-mentioned Conſideration betaken in, that what 
Engliſh Commodities the Eaſt-India Company ex- 

; ports 
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rts, would not be exported at all, if the Engh/hh 
ad no Trade thither : . Becauſe other Nations that 
Trade thither are under Joynt-Stocks, and Political 
Councils, 'and conſequently ,would ſend none of our 
ManutacQtures, But as long as there is a Market tor 
our Engliſh Cloth in Turkey, if the Frgl:fh did not ſend 
it thither, the Dutch would ; becaule in Foll1ndthere 
isno Tigkey Company ; tut any Man, Native or Fo- 
reigner may ſend @&hat Commodities, and when they 
pleaſe,for Tur#:y, except they Le ſtaied for Convoy by 
ſome AC of State. And where all Men have liberty 
to Trade at Diſcretion, they will naturally deal in 
thoſe Commodities they can get moſt by, be they Fo- 
reign or Domeſtick. 

4. If Bullion be exported, and that hinder not the 
exportation of our Engliſh Manutactures , as in fact 
doth appear: And if tor every 10 5s. value ſent out, ©. 
30 S. te brought in Bullion at the long run, which is | 
moſt evident in the courſe of the Ea/ft-Indiz Trade ; 
who can doubt but the exportation of Bullion in ſuch a 
Trade, is a real and great advantage to the Kingdom. 

5: Beſides their Cloth , the Turkey Merchants do 
ſend out a great deal of Bullion themſelves ; as ap- 
pears by their Entries at the Cuſtom-Houſe : In which 
they. do well for themſelves and their Countrey, 'but 
not well in complaining of others at the ſame time, 
for the ſame thing. | 

6. The truth of the Caſe at bottom 1s but this, The 
Importation of better and cheaper Raw Silk trom Indza, 
may probably touch ſome Turkey Merchants profit at 

reſent, though it doth benefit the Kingdom, and not 
Lndes the exportation of Cloth. What then ? Muſt 
one Trade be interrupted becauſe it works upon . ano- 
ther ? Ar that rate there wou'd Le nothing but con- 
fuſion in.a Nation ad z»fr.itvm. The [han Mer- 
chants 
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ſappoled to adventure the Charge or Hazard of ; 
while they are not ſure to enjoy their Acquelts in caſe 
of Succeſs. | | 

Bat ro return to my Theme, and muſter up a rhe 
Objedtions | can remeraber to have heard againſt the 
preſent Company. 

Ob4jcf. 1. The firſt that comes to my Mind, is that 
of ſome of the Turkey Merchants : They ſay, TheGr:ng- 
ing in of ſo much Silk and ſo cheap, s a publick Nu- 
ſance, and deſtroys their Trade, which depends wholly 
upon the F'xportation of Woollen Manufatture , where- 
as the Faſt-India Compazr:y ſend out litthe Manuf ature 
and much Bull:on, &c. 

Anſw. 1. lanſwer, Firſt, That it's ſtrange Doctrine 
to any fort of Men skilld in the Political part of 
Trade, That the making of a Material cheap, that is 
to be ManutaQtured at Home, or Exported again into 
Foreign Countreys,ſhould be to the publick Damage of 
any Countrey. , | 

2. That the Turkey Merchants do Ship out much 
Cloth, -1 deny not ; bur as true 1t 1s, that they have 
Shipt out more Yearly ſince the great encreaſe of rhe 
E.ift-Indi13 Trade, and fince themſelves have made this 
Complaint, than they did in former Years.” S6-that 


in Fact it doth not follow that the encreafe of 'the 


Eaft-Indi.i Trade, and particularly of their Importa- 
tion of Silk, doth hinder or diminiſh the Exportation 
of Cloth to Turkey, but rather the contrary. 

3. The queſtion is not now, Which Company ſends 
out moſt Woollen ManufaCtures, but which is the moſt 
| profitable Trade to the Nation : Which I hope, I have 
proved the Eaſf-1»4:a Trade to be; eſpecially if the 
before-mentioned Conſideration betaken in, that what 


Engliſh Commodities the Eaſf-India Company ex- 
ports 
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path would not be exported at all, -if the Engh/h 

ad no Trade thither : . Becauſe other Nations that 
Trade thither are under Joynt-Stocks, and Political 
Councils, and conſequent)y would ſend none of our 
Manufactures, But as long as there is a Market for 
our Engliſh Cloth in Turkey, if the Frglz/h did not ſend 
it thither, the Dutch would ; becaule in Hollindthere 
isno Tig key Company ; tut any Man, Native or Fo- 
reigner may ſend what Commodities, and when they 
pleaſe,for Turf: y, except they Le ſtaied for Convoy by 
ſome Act of State. And where all Men have liberty 
to. Trade at Ditcretion, they will naturally deal in 
thoſe Commodities they can get moſt by, be they Fo- 
reign or Domeſtick. 

4. If Bullion be exported, and that hinder not the 
exportation of our Engliſh Manutactures , as in fact 
doth appear: And if tor every 105. value ſent out, 
30 5. te brought in Bullion at the long run, which is 
moſt evident in the courſe of the Ea/?-Indiz Trade ; 
who can doubt but the exportation of Bullion in ſuch a 
Trade, is a real and great advantage to the Kingdom. 

5: Beſides their Cloth , the Turkey Merchants do 
| ſend. out a great deal of Bullion themſelves ; as ap- 
pears by their Entries at the Cuſtom-Houſe : In which 
they. do well tor themſelves and their Countrey, . but 
not well in complaining of others at the ſame time, 
for the ſame thing. | 

6. The truth of the Caſe at bottom 1s but this, The 
Importation of better and cheaper Raw Silk trom Ind: a, 
may probably touch ſome Turkey Merchants profit at 

reſent, though it doth benefit the Kingdom, and not 
Gee the exportation of Cloth. What then ? Muſt 
one Trade be interrupted _— it works upon ano- 
ther ? Ar that rate there we6u'd Le nothing but con- 
fuſion in a Nation ad 2z»firitzm. The I:uhan Mer- 
chants 
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chants may quatrel the Poriuga/ Merchants , be. 
cauſe they do now in a plentiful Year Import 
from Portugal qgo00 Pipes of Oyl per Annuw; 
as formerly they did not yſe to import above 100 Pipes 
annually, The Shoemakers pull down the Coblers ; 
thoſe that make Red Herrings deſtroy thoſe that dry 
Sprats, becauſe quantities of the latcer pull down. the 
price of the former. - Of the ſame kind was the late 
project of the Inn-keepers to pull down the Hackaey 
Coaches; and ſo might peradventure with much more 
probability of truth , the Poriugal Merchants pretend 
that our Plantation Sugars ſpoil their Trade ,, and hin- 
der the exportation of our Woollen Manufactures ts 
Portugal, Of which in reality the firſt part only is 
true. Our Plantation Sugars have brought down their 
Lubon Sugars from 8 /. 105. per Cemi. tO 24. 105, 
er Cent. within my memory : and yet the exportati- 
on 'of Woollen Manutactures to Poringat, 1s now 
greater than ever it was ffince Englund was a trading 
Nation. Juſt as it is and will prove 1n the Turkey 
trade; the Similie holds, and wiil hold thorowoutr. 

7. If thole Turkey Merchants think the Eaſt-India 
Trade ſo good, why -do they not come into ut them- 
ſelves. The door is openalways to them and all the 
Kings Subjeas, buying and-ſellingthereisdaily ; and ſome 
Noblemen, Gentlemen, and others of quality and place, 
have lately bought Stock , and the Zaſi-Ind;a-Compa- 
ny have taken nothing for their:Freedom. The moſt 
they can takeis5/. But it any Eaſt-Ind;a Merehants 
deſire to trade for Turkey , they muſt anſwer ſeveral 
hard queſtions before they can be let in. - 1. How 
old are you? 2. Are you a (Freeman of Zondoy ? 
3. Are you no Shopkeeper, or-a Legitimate Merchant ? 
" When you have anſwered-all theſe queſtions to their 
content, 
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content, if you are above 25 years of age, there's 50 /. 
to pay before you can trade ; which isa great deal of 
money to part with,before one knows whether he ſhall 
get or loſe bythe Bargain. 

O6j. 2. They ſay there is not above $8o Legitimate 
Merchants m the Faſt-India Company. 

Anſw. Firſt, | anſwer, Firſt, By Legitimate Mer- 
chants, I ſup;oſe they mean ſuch as have ſerved Ap- 
prenticefhips ro Mtrchants, in the number whereot [ 
believe they reckon ſhort above half. | 

2. That it matters not two ſtraws to the Kingdom, 
whether they be legitimate in their ſenſe ,. or illegiti- 
mate. In the whole -they are now Five hundred fifty 
and ſox which is more by a great many than the Turkey 
Merchants,and more by above half then they would be, 
it the Frade were not managed in a Joynt Stock. 

Oojedt 3. They (ay the Company h we half the known 
World in their Charter, and that's too much for any 
Comp.iny, ce. , | 

Anrſw. I anſwer Firſt, This Comoany have no more 
in their Charter, than all the F:ff-Ind:a Companies 
in Chriſtendom have in their Charters : and from 
thence infer , that either ſo much as is in the Char- 
ter ought to be tor publick Ut;lity ; or elle a'i Chri- 
ſtendom , except thoſe few Gentlemen that cornplain, 
are miſtaken in rhetir Politicks. 

2. Tho the Charter run in the ſtile of, Tie Aer- 
chants of LonJon 1vadmg to the Eaſt-Indies ; yer in 
trath the Comnany is a Company of all, or ſomany 
of the Kings Suujedts, as did deſire to be concerned in 
that Trade, or yet do; they buying the Scock of a- 
ny deal Perion, or other t har 1s willing to ſell, 

Ovzect. 3. But us dear biymg at 285 |, per Cent. 

nſw, 1 It's fels thanthe antrinfieque value , if the 

SOCK 
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—_ were now to be broke up, if I can calculate 

artgart. So 

4 Tf it be too dear, I know not but any Man may 
be as juſtly compelled to ſell his Hoafe or Land at 
the Buyers price, or elſe be ditſeized of ir, as his Stock 
\ in the Eaft-India Company. £ 

Objea. 4. They ſuy the Charter hath exonbitant 
and ill:gal Clauſes in tt. 

Anſw 1. | believe no Charter in Emwrope hath leſs 
of that kind. 

_ 2. It's abſolutely neceſſary for the PuLlick Good, that 
who-ever governs a Trade ſo remote trom Fngland, and 
by ſuch a multitude of hands as the Company are for- 
ced to imploy , ſhould have ſome extraordinary Power 
committed to them. 

3. Whatever is in the Charter, I never knew or hear 
of any arbitrary Act that ever the Company did ; nor 
any Ships or Goods that ever they ſeized by vertue 
of their Charter , tho they have had cauſe often. 

ObjeR. 4. They ſay the Company hath impoſed and 
exatted great Fines, Mulits and Forfertures, to an 
immente walue. | 

Anſw. 1 never knew them -take any Fine or For- 
feiture ,, but what any man might do in the ſame caſe, 
without a Chafter : What they do take in any caſe, 
being either by ſubmiſſion of the party , Ly agree- 
ment with the Maſter anu Owners in Charterparty, 
or by Arbitrations ; and 7 rs in purſuance of Legal 
Obligations, ſcaled and delivered. The manner where- 
of is briefly this: They agree with all their Factors 
and Servants , and alſo with Maſters of Ships , before 
they entertainthem into their Service, that they ſhall 
not carry or bring home prohibited Goods ; ' and if 
they do, they ſhall ſubdu@ out of their Freight a 
CCTI- 
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'certain rate for each piece or ſort of prohibited Com- 
modities : which they do accordingly ſubduct out of 
the Freight ; which*in effect is from themſelves : for 
moſt of the Owners of the Ships, imployed by the 
Company, are aff-Ina:za Adventures : Which 1 know 
by experience, being a Part-Owner my ſelf of a con- 
1Jerable number of Ships, employed by them. And 
yet, to do the Company right, I mult acknowledge 
that the Ships irffployed by them ( ſuch deductions 
cerathizadiig) make better Voyagesand gain more 
Monexjeor: their Owners, than any Ships whatſoe- 
ver, tIfdt fail out of Erygland : And the Commanders 
and Officers of ſuch Ships , generally grow much 
richer in a ſhort time , than any others, of any Trade 
or Nation whatſoever. 

And ſo indulgent are the Company to common Sea- 
men , that they allowevery Man or Boy thatwill, in 
their ſeveral Ships,zto bring 5 pieces free of ſtated Da- 
mage, erroneouſly called Mult. And if any Seaman 
happen to bring 10'or 15 Pieees , the Committees en- 
truſted with that Aﬀair,commonly ſtretch that Order to 
. the allowing the Seaman 5 Pieces for himſelf, 5 Pieces 
for his Wife, and 5 Pieces for his Child, if he have any ; 
andit he have none , they uſually ask the party whe- 
ther he have not a Father, Mother, or other Relation : 
ſo that they invent ways to favour him,above the Com- 
panties Rule afore-ſaid, of only 5 Pieces to one Perſon. _ 

To encourage likewiſe the importation of Gold from 
China, from whence ſmall quantities do come every 
year, and very great quantities will come in a few 
years ; the Company do notonly permit the entrance 
of it free of ſtated Damage , but give the Fraight of 
it gratis. 

The Company do likewiſe allow to all their Com- 

| D manders, 
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manders, Preſident, Agents, Factors and Servants, all 
kind of Trade in Indi, from: and. to any Portor Place 
within tne Limits of their Charter, except to:and:from: 
Europe : Whereas on the contrary the Dutch, tho they 
i are a People known to beastenacious and as obſtinate 
defenders of their Liberty, as any People in Europe, 
do reſtrain all thoſe that ſerve them in Ind4/a , from 
all the moſt profitable trades from place to place , 
within the limits of their Charter ; and indulge no kind 
of private or permiſſive trade whatſoever , to or from 
Europe. Zo. 

Now let any indifferent Man judge , beſtats that 
whatever the Company doth in the caſe of ſtated Da- 
mages , every private man may do, that can Freight + 
whole Ship by himſelf and Partners; whether it be not 
highly reaſonable, that ſeeing the Company are at a- 
bove 100000 /. yearly charge in Eaſt. India and Enge 
lind, that whoever participates of that Trade, ſhould 

roportionably contribute to the Expences that neceſ- 
Fari y attend the preſervation of 1t. 

ObjeR&.. 5. They [ay, beſides Rzw Silk, the Company 
imports Wrought Silk , to the prejuatce of the Sulk Ma- 
nufatture in England, > | 

Anſw- 1, This Objection lies as much and more a- 
gainſt all other Wrought Silks, imported into Enghind 
trom Ttuly, Holl1nd, or any other part of the World, 

2. The Silks, which the Company commonly bring 
in, are, the main part of them T affaties,and other plain 
_ or ſtriped Silks and Pelongs,, ſuch as are not uſually 
made in England, but imported from France , Italy, 
and Holland ; where lately, when Pelongs were ſcarce, 
many were made and imitated at Harlem, and from 
thence imported into Eng/znd. So this importation 
works upon our Neighbours , preſerves the ballanceof 

our 
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our'Trade; and conſequently encreaſeth the Capital 
of our Nation. 
yog3 And which is beyond-all contradiction, as will 
appear by the Entries at the 8u/fom-houſe , a prear part 
of the Wrought Silks, imported by the Fat-Iodea 
Company , are again ſhipt out to France, Holland , 
and other foreign parts ; which 1s a great and growing 
advantage to the Ring, and Kingdom in general : to 
the King , becauſe for all Foreign Goods re-exported , 
his Majeſty hath in conſequence, the half Cuſtom paid 
him by ſtrangers, without-taking a penny out of his 
Subjects Purſes : and to the Kingdom , by preſerving 
and meliorating the ballance of our Trade , as afore- 
ſaid ; Beſides the gain of Freight, Portage, Wharfage, 
Ware-houſe-room ; and all other petty Charges: a- 
mongſt which may be reckoned the advantage accrew- 
ing by the expence of ſuch Foreigners, while they 
ſtay here, as the Companies Sales do neceſſarily draw 
over hither. . 
Object. 6. Some Clothiers complain that the Eaſt- 
India Company hinders the vent of Cloth. 
Anſw. 1. This indeed is a fine practice, and deſerves 
a thorow inſpeftion. 1. Who they are that com- 
plained, 2. When and how they began to complain. 
3. Why they complain. 1. For the time when ; it 
was in the year 1674, or 1675, asI remember : Then 
they had the confidence to tell the Parliament , the 
Company would ſpoil the trade of Cloth; and bring , 
the price of Wooll to nothing. But in fact, the Com- 
pany hath now ſtood Five or fix years ſince that time, 
and much augmented their trade for 1n4i2 , but Wooll 
is advanced in price above 50 per Cent : and ſuch a 
trade there tis and hath been for wool len ManufaQures, 
as ' England never ſee in any former Age. 2. Who 
D 2 they 
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they were that complained; not the poor K-ntif Clo-. 
rhiers, that have lot their Trade ; nor the S#o/4 men, 
that have loſt their Manufacture of Blew Cloth ; bur 
the Worceſter/lzre , Gloceſterſhire and Jomerſetſhive 
men , that do now make and vend above twenty 
times the quantity of Cloth, which they did before 
this Company was erected. 3. How they. began to 
complain ; which, as I have been informed, was rhus : 
Their firſt Petition was drawn only againſt the Zurkey 
Company,, for making but one Cloth Shipping in a 
year : but entertaining a.certain Council (ſince famous 
for other matters) he told them, for ſome reaſons 
bet known to himſelf, they ſhould draw their Peti- 
tion againſt the Faſ?-India Company likewiſe ; which 
accordingly they did : but whether they were Dutch 
or Engliſh that paid the beſt Fees, that I could never 
diſcover. | 4. Why they complained. -That | believe 
few of them underſtood: It could not be becaule their 
Trade ſunk ; for that was manifeſtly and wonderful- 
ly increaſed. It could not be becauſe the Eaſft-India 
- Company, as a Company, ſent out leſs Cloth than 
was ſent for Indz2 in the open trade : for the Entries 
at Cuſtom-houſe will evidehce, that the Company, ſince 
their laſt Incorporation, have ſent out in ſome one year, 
above ten times as much Cloth, as was ever ſent out 
in the time of open trade. But why then did they 
complain? Really I cannot tell ; but peradventure their 
Council aforeſaid , or forne Turkey Merchants, their 
Cuſtomers , might intorm them , that if the Trade of 
Tndia were open, there would be a new world for 
Cloth, | that would vent as much as the old World. 
And if they had any Dutch or Trench Cuſtomers, no 
queſtion they would not be backward to encourage ſo 
good a work, 
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ObjeR. 7. They complain that the preſent Stock is 
zngroſſed into a few hands ; ſome (ngle” Adventurers 
having. 16 or 17eco /. principal Stock in iheir own + 
names. : | 

An. 1. If this be true, the Comp/aint of it would 
ſound beteer out of the mouth of an o'd Leveller, then 
a Merchants, living under a tree and Royal Monarchy. 
And yet to give ti maddeſi of men their due, nci- 
ther the late Fnag/z/h Levellers , nor their Elder Bre- 
thren, the Tribunes of the People of Rowe ; nor yet 
the more Ancient Lacedemonians or other Greeks ; 
none of them had ever that Exceſs of Indiſcretion , as 
to pretend to Stint, much Jeſs to Level Perſonal F- 
ſtates : Which if they could be made even at noon , 
would be unequal before night. | 

2. If there were any thing in this Obje&ion , cer- 
tainly the Dutch, being a Republick, would haye 
found a Remedy for it before this time : Whereas on" 
the contrary they think whoever adventures moſt in 
their Joynt Stocks, doth moſt oblige the Common- 
wealth, tho he be a ſtranger ; inſomuch as one 
Swaſſo a Jew. , now or late living in Amſterdam , 
I am Informed hath had at one time in their Faſt. 
Ind:a Stock above the value of 3ccooo /U. Sterling. 

>, The more any Adventurer hath in the Stock, the 
more he is engaged to ſtudy and promote the good 
of it , by all poſſible means within his power. An Ad- 
venturer that hath the ſmalleſt intereſt, may be as juſt 
and true to the Stock , as he that hath the greatett : 
but I can never believe that a ſmall intereſt will awaken 
a man ſo often in the night , nor keep him ſo, long 
from ſleeping , in the meditation of any buſineſs ; as 
4 very great and principal concern may {do. 

4. Notwithſtanding the largeneſs of any of the Ad- 
venturers 
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venturers Stocks , there are yet Five hundred ififry fix 

Adventurers :. which is a greater number thanare ro be 

found in any trade, that hath not a Joynt, Steck. 

Object. 8. There are many other Ports and Plates 
within the l;mits of the Companies Charter," where 
Engliſh Commodities would vend, which the Com- 
pany do not trade unto. 

Anſw, 1. 1 believe there can never be any Soctety 
that will more induſtriouſly expatiate and enlarge the 
Trade of this Kingdom in thoſe parts of the World , 
than this hath done, by all peaceable means. I am 
ſure 1000007, will not excuſe them for the loiſes the 
have fuſtained in ſuch attempts. Many Factories they 
haue fettled, and after a vaſt loſs have been forced 
to with-draw. them. Tywan, Tonqueen , $14m, and 
Amoy., before-mentioned , they ſettled within theſe 
Six or ſeven years paſt; and loſt a year or two before, 
50000 L. in their attempt of a ſettlement at 7.zpan. 

2. As there be many Ports in Erg/and, but a Fo- 
= ge that trades to and from London, may if he 
will, | participate of all the Erg/fb Trade , withour 
having particular FaRorijes in the Out-ports : So in 
Faſt- 

Trades of the Red Sea , as well as Moca, and other 
arts within the Correſpondency of that Preſidency. 
he ſame may be faid of Bantam , and many other 

places , as well as Juratr. 

3- In very many places of Indja, where the Com- 
pany. da prudently avoid ſettling Engliſh Factories ; 
they | do notwithſtanding carry on a Trade and Cor- 
refpondency by Bannians, Vakeels and other Natives. 
By which means they avoid the charge of Preſents to 
Governours, and that oftentatious expenſive way, 
which the Companies FaRors are neceſſitated to ap- 

| | pear 
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pear in, inall places where they ſettle , acc: 7'17 to 
the mode of that Countrey, and for the honour o: : 4: 
Engliſh Nation ,' and the Eaff-Ind:a Company. 

ObjeR. 9. It is ſaid, if the Company were not itt 
a Joymt Stock ,, many more Ships might be imployed in 
India , from one Port to another in trading Voyages. 

 Anſw. t. The Company want neither Stock nor * 

Skill, or will, to imploy as many Ships as they can 
gain by : and have aimoſt doubled the quanrity of their 
Stock and Tunnage within theſe ten years, and are 
like yearly to increaſe, to the Nations greater advan- 
tage ; if they be not interrupted. | 

2. The Company have now ; 25: Ships and Veſſels 
trading in the Ezft-Indres,. from Port to Port, befiles 
1x great Ships. ſent out laſt year , hereafter particu- 
larly mentioned; which are abundantly enough to an» 
ſwer all the Companies occaſions of that kind ; the 
rather, becauſe the Company do generoully allow, or 
only to their Preſident, Agents, Factors, and Mer- 
chants, but to all the Engliſh: Nation living in any 
places within their Charter; 4e:ng the King of Eng- 
lands Subjefts ( of which there are many hundred of 
Families ) free liberty of Trade, to and from all Ports 


"J-and Places in: Iad:a ; and in any Commodities whatſoe- 


vet without exception. By which means many ſcores 
of ſmall Ships and Veſſels are imployed in thoſe trades ; 
and the trade fully ſupplied. By this means our Na- 
tive Commodities are diſperſed ; and all In4ia Goods 
colleted from the ſeveral leſs conſiderable Ports of 


Ind:a,do at length center'in the principal Ports' ; where 


the Company have Factories, Forts , Cities and Ga-: 
riſons : and from thence do come'for Europe”, inthe 
Companies returned Ships. And if this be not diretly 
after the Dutch mode, I am apt to think., in a few 

years: 
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'years.more , if the Company be not interrupted, -it 
will be found to bea better. And l have been told, 
their late Ancient, Learned, and Experienced General 
of Batavia, Matſuker , did before his Death, write 
to the Committees of the Dutch Eaſt-Indra Company, 
to this or the like purpoſe : | 

Obj. 10. Szace the Eaſt-India Company was Tncor- 
porated, Comnage hath abated in England. 

Auſw. This 1s a meer groundleſs Chimera, and will 
appear ſo; if the old Mint-Maſter as well as the new 
ones,, *be Examined. The proportion of Coinage 
(except when we Coined the King of pains Money 
tor his Wars in Fanders) having generally in m 
obſervation , born a proportion to, and followed the 
Price of Corn in Eng/and; viz. when Corn was dear, 
we had little Coinage ; in all cheap years of Corn, the 
Mint hath been greatly ſupplied. 

I can remember no more Objections againſt the E2/t- 
Trdia Company or Trade , and therefore muſt pro- 
ceed to the next particular , vs. 
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TN. That ſince the Diſcovery of the 
Eaſt-Indies, the Dominion of the 
Sea depends much upon the wain or 
mncreaſe of that Trade; and tonſt= 
quently the ſecurity of the Liberty , 
| Property, 
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Property, and Proteſtant Religion 
of this Kingdom. 


He firſt part of this Propoſition is meerly Aiſto- 

| rical ; and {ſo well known to all tliat look be- 
| yond the preſent Age we live in, that the proof 
of it will require little pains. While the Spanz- 

ards had Portugal, and with it the Trade of Ind: , 
they were able to invade Erg/znd with a Navy , by 
them called Invemcible ; and fo it was, as to mans un- 
derftanding, if the ſtrength of ir be barely conſi- 
dered ; but their Skill was not good, nor their Ships 
of a Fabricic fit for our Seas : their Cauſe was naught, 
and the Providence of Aimighty God blaſted them. 


"The Dutch, fince the Portug 2)s funk in the Eaft-India 


Trade; have grown ſo potent in and by the Trade of 
the Indtes , that they have in three great and bloody 
Wars, contended with us for the Dominion of the 
Sea ; and yet ſecretly do not allow us the predomi- 
nancy. Tho they are not now at leiſure to try the 
fourth War for it , yet if through the folly or madneſs 
of a few unthinking or ſelf-intereſted men,we ſhould de- 


priveour ſelves of the Trade of the E2/?-Indies (which 


God in mercy to Eng/and forbid ) we thould certainly 
ſave them the experiment of fighting with us the 
fourth time. They would carry the Dominion of the 
Sea clear , and hold it-for ever; or until their Com- 
mon-wealth thould be deſtroyed by Land force , or in- 
teſtine Broils. 

1f any man ſhall ſay, Why then? Are the Fauf- 
India Ships of ſuch a mighty auxiliary Force, that 


without their aid we cannot over-ballance the DP!tch 


in Naval Power ? I antwer, Thoſe Ships, and the Men 
E Te 
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in them, are of very. great Force; as will hereafter 
appear. But he that looks no further than into 'the 
bare force of the Ships and Men-now 'employed by.the 
Company, doth not ſee the tenth part of the way into 
this great Buſineſs: For- if we ſhould throw off the 
EFaſteIndia Trade, the Putch would ſoon treble their 
ſtrength and power in Tnd:za, and quickly ſubdue. all 
other European Nations in that Trade ; as they lately 
did the Tre2nch, notwithſtanding their great ſtrength 
at Home; and have ſince, I hear, quarrelled the Danes. 
By means whereof they would become ſole Maſters of all 
thoſe rich and neceſſary Commodities of the Zaſt; and 
makethe European World pay five times more for them, 
than now they do; as they have already done by 
Cloves, Mace, Cinnamon, and Nutmegs. Which 
would ſo vaſtly encreafe their Riches, as to render 
them irreſiſtible. All Wars at Sea, and in ſome ſenſe 
Land-Wars, ſince the Artillery uſed, is become fo 
chargeable, being in eff- bur dropping of Doits ; that 
Nation that can ſpend moſt and hold out longeſt, will 
carry; the Vidory at Jait, with indifferent Counſels, 
I ic be ſaid, Where ſha'l they have Men ? I anſwer, 
If they have Trade and Money enough, they cannot 
want; Men. Seamen are [nhabitants of the Univerſe ; 
and where-ever they are bred, will reſort to the beſt 
Pay, and moſt conitant Employment; eſpecially in a 
Countrey where they cannot be. preſt or compelled 
into any Scivice againſt their Wills, 

Rut it maſt be further conſidered, That all other Fo- 
reign] Trade in Fur ope, doth greatly depend upon Eaſt- 
Tndia Commodities ; and :t we loſe the Importation of 
them into Europs, we {hail ſoon abate in al! our other 
Foreign Trade and Navigation: and the Dutch will 
more than proportionably increaſe theirs, The pro- 

| portion 
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portion of onr Decay and their Increaſe, in ſuch a 
Caſe, would indeed be exaQtly the ſame.; but that the 
exceſs of price which they would make the Enropean 
World pay for Eaſt-Ind:a Commodities more than now 
they do, would caufe a diſproportionable and greater 
increaſe of their Riches. The augmentation whereof 
would further enable them to overballance us and all 
others, in Trade, as well as in Naval ſtrength. 

It it ſhall be ſaid, Admit all that is writ upon this 
Head to be probable, is not the Conſequence { z/>. 
the ſecurity of the Liverty, Property, and Proteſtant 
Religion of this Kingdom) far orcs: and brought in 
as popular phraſes, ro gain and plcaſe a Party, as the 
Clothiers and Art:ficers Petition was formerly on the 
other (ide. 1 anſwer, Icannot hinder Men from think- 
ing their own way : but God Almighty, that knows 
my Heart, knows that [ icorn to uſe any ſuch ſacred 
terms to or for any ſuch ſiniſter or ſelfiſh reſpe&, or to 
pleaſe any ſort of Men living. All that I have or ſhall 
write in this Treatiſe, 1s what I do really and ſtedfaſt- 
ty believe, upon very long and ſerious Meditation, 
and many Years conference with almoſt all forts of 
Men, Engh;/h and Strangers: And if notwithſtanding 
idoerr m fome things ( as Sumanum eſt ) it is for 
wantof better underſtanding.But to return to the Mat- 
ter,Can any man that looks abroad into the World,doubt 
of the truth of that Obſervation, 275. That Trade 
never thrives in any Countrey that is not Proteſtant ; 
though not in all that are ſo; for reaſons which 1 
could offer, but that they are not necefſary here. Is it 
not obvious to every Man's underſtanding, that. fince 
Queen £/izabeth's time, our Cuſtoms are encreaſed 
from 14cco /. per 4nnum, to above 7c000o0 /. per An 


zum ? 1s it not evident that the People of the United 
Fo FO Nethers 


29 


Netherlands, ſince their being Proteftant, are increa» 
ſed more in Trade and Wealth in ioo'Years, than the 
ancient and fortunate Roms did in 4co Years after 
the foundation of their flouriſhing Commonwealth ? 
Have not the French, ſince they were but Parte par 
paile, part Proteſlants and part Papiſts, increaſed 
more in Trade and Shipping in 1co Years, then they 
did in 500 Years before? 1 once diſcourſed a Popith 
Lord, ſoon after his Majeſtie's happy Reſtauration, 
who is ſince dead, who told me it was never well in 
England, nor would be, while we kept ſuch a ſtir a» 
bout promoting of Trade. I confeſs 1 hiked his Lord» 
ſhip the worle for that expreſſion, but 1 thought the 
better of his Parts. A Naval Power never affrights 
us; Seamen never did nor ever will deſtroy the Li- 
berty} of their own Countrey : They naturally hate 
Slavery, becauſe they ſee ſo much of the miſery of it 
in other Countreys. All Tyrannices in the World are 
ſupported by Land-Armies : No abſolute Princes have 
great Navies, or great Trades : very few of them, 
though they have large Territories, can match that 
litcle Town of Hamturgh in Shipping The King- 
dom of France is powerful and populous, and is arri- 
ved to the height of Military Vertye-3 by which they 
are become formidable to us, as well as to our Neigh- 
bours. Who do we fear may deſtroy our Liberty, 
Property and Religion ? ({ which three are one in ſub- 
ſtance!) but the Paprfts and the French ; which like». 
wiſe are two names tor one thing ; and fo we ſbould 
have found it, if God Almighty had not diſappointed 
them. Now under God's Providence, what can beſt 
ſecure us from them but our Naval Strength, and 
what doth eſpecially increaſe and ſupport that, but our 
ZEaft-Ind;a. Trade: which I think 1. have ſufficiently 


proved: 
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proved to the conviction of every impartial and unbi- 
atſed Engliſhman : And if (6, the Conſequence in this 
Propoſition is moſt natural and irrefragabte. | 

Bur if notwithſtanding it ſhall be replied upon me, 
that in the former part of the Diſcourſe on this Inte- 
rence, I fay, That Trade thrives in Proteſtant Coun- 
tries; therefore the Proteſtant Religion is the cauſe of 
our ſo great increaſegjn Trade and Navigation, and 
not the Trade of the Faſfi-/ndres. I anſwer, Firſt, 
That the great increaſe of Trade, is not a conſtant - 
and infallible conſequence of the Proteſtant Religion ; 
becauſe it proves not ſo in all Proteſtant Countreys : 
But whatever Nation increaſeth in the Eaſt-Ind:a 
Trade, never fails proportionably to increaſe in- other 
Foreign Trade and Navigation. ' Secondly, Admit that 
our Reformation to the Proteſtant Religion, were one 
principal cauſe at firſt of our advance in Trade and 
Navigation ; yet now it is manifeſt, that the increaſe 
of our Trade and Navigation, 1s a great means, un- 
der God, to ſecure and preſerve our Proteſtant Religi- 
on : Foreign Trade produceth Riches, Riches Power, 
Power preſerves our Trade and Religion ; they mutual» 
ly work one upon and for the preſervation of each other: 
As was well ſaid by the late learned Lord Bucon,though 
in a different Cale, in his Hiſtory of Henry the 7th, 
That that Kings Fortune work'd upon his Nature, and. 
his Nature upon his Fortune. 


I 'V. That 
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I V. That the Trade of the Faſt-Indies 


cannot be carried on to National Ad= 
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vantage by a Regulated Company, or 
in any other way than by a Foynt Stock. 
B cellary to explain, What's the Conſtitution of a 

" Regulated Trade, ſuch as the Turkey Company, 
and other like Companies of Merchants of Lowdon are, 
21y. What a Company United in a Joynt-5tock is, 
To begin with the firſt, A Regulated Company is 
hard to define, and harder to reſemble. Its the Con- 
finement of a Trade to a certain number of the Peo- 
ple, excluſive to above 99 parts of 100; with power 
in the major part to hinder the leſſer, from ſhipping 
out any Goods, but when the greater number thin: tit ; 
agd to levy a Tax upon the Frade at the diſcretion of 
the greater number of Votes. In brief, it is a Hete- 
roclite, unto which ( out of England ) there is no- 
thing now in the World like, in any other Kingdom 
or Commonwealth whatſoever, that ever 1 could read 
or hear of: All thoſe Trades that are regulated and 
contined to certain. Perſons in Eng/and , being open 
and free to all People, 'in all other Kingdoms and 
States. Their Courts are perfe&t Democracies; where 
one that trades but for 100 /. per Annum, hath as good 
a Vote as another that trades for 20000 }. per Annam, 
In, thoſe Courts they appoint the time of Shipping , 
chooſe their Embalſador and two Conſuls ; ſettle a 
Tax, which they call Leviations, upon the Trade. 


And although I have a profound veneration for all 
things 


Efore I ingage in this Argument, it will be ne- 


ll 


( 31 ) 
things then ſettled in. Church and State, and for thoſe 
wiſe and worthy. Councellors that aſſiſted Queen El- 
zabeth in thoſe infant times of our Reformation and 
Trade ; and am apt to think, when thoſe Conſtituti- 
ons were made, they were uſeful and proper to that 
time : Yet I muſt acknowledge that in my opinion, if 
all thoſe Trades thar are Regulated, that is, Confined 
to certain Perſons only, were free and open to all the 
King's-Subjeds, as they are in Holland and all other 
places, it would be infinitely more for the general 
good of the Kingdom. Neither do I ſee any reaſon 
why the Trades of Turkey, Humburgh, Eaſt-land, 
Ruſſia, and Greenland, which in England are Limi- 
ted or Regulated, as they call ir, ſhould need ſuch Li-. 
mitation, or Regulation, more in England than they 


doin other parts of the World ; or more than other 


Trades to Italy, France, Spain, or any other part of 
the World. And if ſomething might be alledged for 
a Regulation, what can be ſaid why it is not j- the 
publick Utility, that all the King's Subjets might 
Trade to any Countrey if they pleaſe ; whether they 
be Noblemen, Gentlemen, Men of the Gown, Shop- 
keepers, or whatever they be : the more the better 
for the Common Good. To enforce which, much more 
might be ſaid ; but that's not my Buſineſs now. 

A Company in Joynt-Stock are a Corporation Ly 
Charter {( and if it were by Act of Parliament, it would 
be much better for the Kingdom in general, as hath: 
been ſaid ) into which Stock all the King's Subjeas, 
of what condition ſoever, have at the foundation 
of it, liberty to Adventure what ſum of Money 
they pleaſe. The Stock and Trade is managed by a 
Sele&t Council, or Committee, conſiſting of a Govyer- 
nor,. Deputy, and 24 Committees, choſen annually 


by 
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by the Generality ; in which every Adventurer doth 
not Vote alike, but proportionably to his Stock, vzz. 
Every 250 /. Original Stock, hath one Vote ; 500 /, 
paid in, hath two Votes, &©c. After the firſt Stock is 
ſettl:d, no Man can come in but by Purchaſe ; which 
every Engliſhman hath an equal liberty todo ; and 
for which he pays nothing it he be a Freeman: if 
unfree, never above 5/1. In England the Company 
hath, by reaſon of our late Civil Wars and Confuſt- - 
ons, been interrupted ſeveral times , and there have 
been new Subſcriptions: But in Ho/land, ſince the 
firſt ſettlement thereof, in Arno 1602, there has been 
ao interruption or breaking up of the Stock, or new 
Subfcription ; and ſuch continuameenascettainly beft 
for the Publick. : 

Having deſcribed the nature -of theſe two forts of 
Companies of Merchants, I ſhall now deſcend to the 
proot of the Propoſition, V:S. That a United Stock 
1s abſolutely neceſſary ro the carrying on the Zaſt- 
India Trade to National Advantage. 

Arg. 1. My firſt Argument I ſhall draw from thePra- 
Rice and Experience of all other Nations. Certainly all 
theWorldare not weak in their intellefts whatever thoſe 
Gentlemen think that complain of the Eaſt. India Com- 
pany. If any ſhall tell me, this Argument will not hold 
univerſally ;tor the Portygals have a Trade'for Eafi-Tr- 
dia,and yet have no Joynt-Stock. I anſwer, under thoſe 
Gentlemens favour, I know there is a Joynt-Stock for 
this Trade in Portugal ; or elſc there could have been 
no Trade worth ſpeaking. of, But true it is, that 
Joyat-Stock in Pori#g al, 15 the King's Exchequer, who 
reſerves Pepper, Diamonds, Silk, Callicoes,and all other 
conſiderable India Commodities to himſelf ; and leaves 
enly: ſome few Toys and trivial Commodities to his 


Sub- 
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Subjeds': and yet for want of a more perfect National 


Conſtitution , we have ſeen how the Portugal Trade 
in 1-d:a, notwithſtanding the great Roots it had 
drawn in a long uninterrupted courſe of time,dwindled 
to nothing , when it came to be confronted and out- 
done, -by the more National and better conſtituted 
Joynt Stocks of £nzlind and Holland. 

The French Nation peradventure ,. were never go0- 
verned by wiſer Counſs for their own good, than un- 
der the preſent King. They were ſome years paſt , 
zealou{ly ſet upon the Eaff-Ind:a Trade ; and lam 
alſured , ſpared for neither pains nor colt, to arrive at 
the beſt method ; but gave immenſe rewards to any 
that could give them any rational light or informa- 
tion, to lay ſuch a foundation of Trade, as might be 
proper for thoſe Eaſtern Countreys. See what, how, 
and why they did reſolve at laſt by the printed Tranfla- 
tion of the French Treatiſe, relating to that ſettlement; 
which will ſave me the labour of imlarging upon this 
Argument. 

Arg. 2. The Engliſh Eaff-Ind;a Company, have 
Row (as every body knows) their money at 3 per Cert. 
intereſt. Every Englith Man that trades in an open or 
regulated Trade, muſt value his own money at 6 pcr 
Cent. at leaſt ( or pay ſo much if he takes up money ) 
becauſe he can gain ſo much by it ſleeping or play- 
ing : Thoſe that work, or run hazards , hope to do 
better, Now if the Company, with their united 
Stock and Counſels, and money at 2 per Cert ; have 
much a-do to hold up againſt rhe ſubtil DP#tch ; 
what ſhall poor private Merchants, of divided, vari- 
ous, and contrary intereſts, do with their Jirtle fſe- 
parate Stocks at 6 per Cent, per Anuum. 

Arg. 3. Suppoſe the Trade of In4:4 might be wo 
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ried on in an open or regulated way, if other Na- 
tions did ſo ( which is never to be graned ) yet in 
regard that all other — Nations, do at this 
time trade there in Joynt Stocks ; is it not as great 
madneſs to enter raw and private Perſons, againſt 
ſuch |compadQed and united Conſtitutious of experi- 
enced Councellors, as to fight a diſordered undiſci. 
plined multitude, againſt a well governed Veteran Ar- 
my, ſupported with an inexhauſtible' Treaſure ; or, as 
it is to 1magine, as ſome men fondly do, that we can 
maintain and defend our Proteſtant Religion againſt the 
Church of Rome,without a National Church in England, 

Arg. 4. If the Company ſhould be = ary , and 
the Trade left open , the Companies Priviledges and 
Immunities in Euft-Ind:a would be loſt ; which have 
colt this Company, as well as their Predeceſlors, 
vaſt ſumsof money to maintain and retrieve, after 
they were almoſt ruined in the late three years open 
Trade. If I am asked what thoſe Priviledges and Im- 
munities are? They are ſo many and ſogreat, as is 
ſcarce credible to any not acquainted with the Trade 
of Ind;a. For publick ſatisfaction , I ſhall mention: 
ſome few of them; all would burden me to. write, 
as well as the Reader. We have the liberty of Coin- 
ing Money for our ſelves , and all other Nations ; which 
paiſeth currant in all the King of G#«/conda's Coun- 
treys. We are Cuſtom-free in almoſt all places, and in 
ſome, where the Dutch and all other Nations pay a 
conſtant Cuſtom : particularly in all places of the Bay of 
Bengall, and up the great River of Ganges. At Fort St. 
George and Bombay, we have a right, and do impoſe a 
. Cuſtom upon the Natives, and al] other Nations. 

In the Empire of Per //2 we are Cuſtome-free, and have 
yearly from the Emperor 1000 Tomans,which is above 
3900 /. per Annum, m lieu of the halt Cuſtom of his 

. own 
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own People, and all other Nations that trade thi. 
ther. Ot right it ſhould be the full half Cuſtoms of 
that Port , which is more in value; and we ſhould 
have an Officer in his Cuſtom-houſe to receive our 
half part ; but we rather content our ſelves with the 
1500 Tomans aforeſaid, than fight with him again for 
a right, which we are uncertain how long we may 
enjoy , by reaſon of geoundleſs Clamours againſt the 
Company at home. 

At Bantam we are. at the ſet rate of 4000. Dol- 
lars per Axnum, for all our Cuſtoms , tho we increaſe 
our Trade never ſo much. In moſt places in Inaza, 
we are in effet our own Law-makers, and can ar- 
reſt and impriſon any Natives that deal with us , 
or owe us money ;z and can infli& corporal puniſhments 
upon them ( without controul of any of the Native 
or Moor Governours ) till they pay or do us right, if 
our People there ſee cauſe for it. 

All our Black Servants there, which are very nu- 
merous , and all others imployed by us , or trading 
with us, are free and exempted from the juriſditt- 
on of the Native and other Governours. 

We are in all places free in our Perſons and Goods, 
and all imployed or priviledged by us, from all In- 
land Cuſtoms and Daties, in the Towns and Provinces 
we paſs or bring our Goods thorow : which are very 
great in thoſe Countreys, and paid by the Natives. 

Avg. 5. My fifth Argument is drawn from the 
great Lolles , Damages, and Depredations, that this 
Nation ſuſtained in that ſhort time of three years open 
Trade, which are ſufficiently known , beſides che loſs 
of Priviledges, increaſe of Preſents to Governours, 
lowering our Engliſh Commodities, and advancing 
the Ind:an Commodities to fuchan odious exceſs, that 
F 2 ; at 
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at length the very private Traders themſelves., were 
the forwardeſt Peritioners for a retura to a Joynt 
Stock ; of the truth of which, there be many yet alive 
tiat can atteſt, | 

Arg. 6. This I draw from the nature of the Eaſt- 
ern Governments. Tiere are abtove 1co Kings and 
Raja's, which are Gentu Princes, but governing with 
abſoiute Power in their own Dominions ; and as many 
Ports and Places of Trade: whereas in Tx. &cy there are 
but iwo or three princepal places of Trade and one 
Prince; with whom his Majeſty by his Ambaſlador 
may, conveniently have his Subjects there vindicated 

\ and righted, if thete were no Company ; as the French 
King , the Venetzars , and the Dutch do. Whereas 
x... 1n Jadia there would be need of Forty Emballadors ; 
* and all muſt have Inſtructions, and carry large Pre- 
ſents. - The Companies Agents, &c. in India, do 
- many times find cauſe to fend Embaſſies, Inſtruions, 
;and ſplendid trains of Attendance and Preſents, before 

the Committee in Ergland know of it. | 
Arg. 7. This 1s drawn from the diſtance of the 
places. Letters do paſs freely to and from Turkey 
17 4; ſhort time: andin caſe of injuries done the Eng- 
| lifi;, his Maje\ies Men of War may ſoon go down 
| from Tanger to revenge them. But TIndza is at a far 
greater diſtance: no certain return of a Letter to be 
bad once in Twelve moneths : and the Princes and 
Ports there, -are at a wider diſtance one from another, 
than it is from Ez7g/anud to Turkey; and much more 
difficult to maintain. a Correſpondence by Letters in 
14:a from Port to Port; by reaſon of the ſet Mon- 
ſons|or Trade-winds, that blow fix moneths together 


one way. 


Arg 
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Arg. $. Where-ever-the Engliſh or any Europeans 
ſettle a Factory: in India , they: muſt preſently. build 
them large Houſes, Ware-houſes, Sc. take many_Ser- 
vants-, and maintain the appearance and ſplendour. of 
a petty Court; and in many places where the Com- 
pany have not fixt- Garriſons., they are forced-to for- 
tifie their Houſes, or elſe they will be deſpiſed -and 
trampled upon by the Natives: - I it be ſaid, this 


may be- done by a-regulated Company. © LI anſwer, 


Firſt, How ſhall they raiſe a-Stock to buy thoſe the 
Company have already ;' with their Lands., [{lands, 
Towns , Garriſons, Guns and Ammanition : which I] 
am ſure (their Priviledges being put in likewiſe) have 
coſt the Company above 300000 /? Next, How ſhall 
they maintain and defend them ? By Leviations upon 
Goods. What ? before thereare any Goods to taxe. No, 
they ſhall raiſe a Joynt Stock, to make the fir(t Pur- 
chaſe; and after, take only a Taxe upon Goods to 


maintain them. Theſe are: abſurd; neongruggs, and 


impracicable Notions ; for "in a time'of ''War and 
Danger ,' Men (wilt forbear trading ; as bath been in- 
geniouſly obſerved by the Authqr of th--. printed Let- 
ter : $0 that there wilt beno'Goodsto taxey when there 
is moſt need of Money, Whereas the--Governours or 
Committees, have always in their hands a real Fond 
of aboye a Million of Money ; and can borrow fo much 
more in Tnd:a in a few days, if they want it , their Cre- 
dit there, being as currant as ready Gold: havide 
never been ſo muchas ſtained. ' T ſhall ſay no more 
upon this Argument, in regard the printed Letter, 
afore-faid , hath ſo copiouſly and convincingly cleared 
this point, beyond, all contradiQtion , thar | have'no 
room left me to enlarge ; but have reaſon to beg the 
Authors pardon, for what, in this, have” borrowed 
of him. . Arg. 


WP 
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ge. 9. The Exft-Ind:za Company of England , 
Hoiland', and all European Nations that trade to Is. 
dia , have power, by their Charters , to make War 
upott any Nation in Ida, at their Diſcretion; bat 
not upon any European Nation, without his Maje- 
fties conſent. © This power they- muſt and ought to 
have for the well carrying on of their Trades, This 
poweri'the Engliſh Company have ſometimes, but nor 
often Exerciſed : but if it were not known in Indra, 
that they have ſuch a power, they ſhould be conri- 
nually. affronted and abuſed by the Natives. Now 
who ſhall this Power be delegated unto, in a regu» 
lated Company ? To all Englith Men, or to a ſingle 
Emba(ſador, or to many Emballadors and Conſuls } 
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V. That the Faſt-India Trade 1s more 

profitable and neceſſary to-the King- 

dom of England , than to any other 
Krnodom or Nation in Europe. 


Irft, This is ſo as we are an Iſland, and have ovr 
F principal Security, as well as the increaſe of our 
| Riches from our Trade and Strength at Sea. 

Secondly, And which I take to be a main conſidera- 
rion, The Trade of [4:4 is to England got only a 
great, but an unmixt Advantage: Whereas to all our 

eighbours, though the Trade of the Ezf?-Indies be a 
great Advantage, and accordingly courted and _—_ 

Y 


by them ; yet they cannot have it withove fome mix« 
ture of. Loſs in other refpeQs' ; becauſe ſome of! 1lieny 
have the y_-_ and production of Silk among'them- 
felves, as Iialy and France. They have likewiſe. the 
fole ManufaQture of plain Silks, ſuch as. Taffateis, Sarce« 
nets, oc. which are brought from Ia44a cheaper than 
they can make them at Home,” Whereas in Zinglund; 
our Silk ManufaQture conſifts not in' thoſe (plain Silks, 
but in Flowred Silks ang Fancies, changed ſtill as of- 
ten as the Faſhion alters. Holland, Flanders, (and 
France, in fome meaſure? have 'their-principsl Manu- 
tures in fine Linnens,Cambricks, Lawns and: Hollands 
which only Callicoe worksupon, 'ts the/ putting them 
very much out of requeſt, in their-own Countreys and 
and all other parrs of -Chriſtendonf, Whereas the Lin- 
nen we make in Eng /and is of the ſtrong courſe ſorts, 
enerally uſed by the meaner People ; 'whichCallicoe 
oth not prejudice to any ſenſible degree; > Neither is 
the Linhen ManufaQture' in England a matter worth 
taking notice of ( whatever a few Gentlemens opinion 
is) But m Hollmnd , - Flanders", France, and ſome 
parts of Germany, it is their main Coneern ; being 
the ſubſiſtence of rthe'Majority of their People , -as the 
Woollen ManufaQure is in Fngland:.'” | 
Tairdly, The Dutch have a ſtanding Contra&t with 
the King of P-rr iz for all his Silk; which may a» 
mount to-600 Bales yearly, * Now'ia regard Bengals 
Silk 'in the F:1/t-Indies, can be' brought to — 
cheaper than Per/iz Silk ; the Dutch by bringing St 
from Beyg il}, muſt of neceflity ta ſome kind preju- 
dice that Contra@ in the price of Silk-; though it be 
the Dutch Companies own -ContraQ, as well as- the 
Turkey Merchants. Whereas we'having no ſuch Con- 


tract in Fer fa, do not work upon our 1{glves, as they 
mult 
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muft ofi neceſſity; And yet they are: wiſer than - to 
flight the Trade of -Benga#} for that: cauſe, - This Ar- 
—_—_ concerning the Dutch. Contract in Perſia, is 
fully coafirmed by the Companies Advices lately re- 
ceived from Per/ia, that the Dutch there did lately de- 
fire| robe:oxouſed from receiving their-Qzo!4 6 Silk, 
vwhidh 1s 6co Bales yearly,,upon pretence of their want 
of Money'to pay! for: it ; Which notwithſtanding was 
forced on them by. Sheeke Ally Catone, the Emperor's 
Governor there. ,If.it be here askt me, Why the Fng- 
liſh Eoff-Inaa Company, feewg Per/ia is within their 
Gharter;iqre:not Jas; Wiſe as the Dutch, to make a 
Contra likewiſe: with the King of Per/i4? 1 anſwer, 
The Dutch got the ſtart of us in that long before this 
Company. was conſtituted ; and we cannot - poſſibly re- 
trieve jt:;yet: The Per/zans. being.a People molt difficult 
to remove from any; thing they;haye once determined, 
If #-/be here- further |.r&torted; upon me, That by my 
own confeſlion,the Importation of'Silk from 1»d.2,doth 
prejudice the Exgiiſh Turkey Merchants in the price of 
cheir Silk-here. - 1\grant it-:. But what. is that,to Eng- 
#1191d/n general? At'sthe- intereſt; of England that we 
ſhould bave.Silk here { being .a material to be Manu- 
factured ) cheaper'than in any other part of Zvrop! 
where it grows: and ſo we ſball infallibly, if the Com- 
pany ſtand.. But at the ſame time, I do expreſly deny 
that the' making,of Suk cheap in. Ezgland, doth. hin- 
der the Exportation of our Woollen Manufacture to 
- Turkey : The contrary. being as evident as the Sun at 
Noon-day, to any Man that has not the miſt of pri- 
vate Gain or Loſs hanging before his Eyes ; as before 
is demonſtrated in_ thoſe two pregnant, experienced, 


unanſwerable Inſtances, viz. That as the price of 


Portugal Sugars hath abated (in which formerly al- 
| | moſt 
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moſt all our returns from that Countrey were made ) 
we have increaſed exceedingly in the Exportation of 
Woollen Manufactures to that Countrey ; and even in 
the Trade of Turkey it ſelf for many years : And to this 
very t.me, as the price of Turkey Silk hath abated, 
the Exportation of our Woollen Manufacture hath in- 
creaſed: and ſo it” will ſtill, though Silk ſhould come 
to half the price it beass now in Eng/and. Upon the 
proof whereof, by time, 1 dare hazard all that little 
[ have in the World, Beſides, when - all is done, and 
if the Turkey Merchants might have their Will, to the 
irrepairable damage of their Common Countrey ; 
what wou'd they be the better ? Except by an AR of 
Parliament we could as well hinder the French, Dutch, 
and other Neighbours from trading in Faff-Ind:a Silk, 
as we can the Frg/zhh Faſſ-India Company. ls not 
this dealing our Childrens Bread to Strangers ? Weak- 
ning our Scelves, and ſtrengthening our Enemies, 
whilſt they laugh and ſtand amazed at our Indiicre- 
tion ? 


For a Concluſion, That the preſent and future Ages 
may know 1n what Condition the Engliſh Faft-Indz2 
Trade flood, when the Company was alſaulted by the 
private deſigns of parcicular Men ; I ſhall add an Ac- 
count of the preſent poſture of their Afﬀairs, 72. Laſt 
year the Company ſent out ( which are nor yet re- 
turned ) for the Coaſt of Cormandel, and the Bay of 
Beng all, Four three Deck-Ships, 2:2. The Fagle, 
burden 590 Tuns, and 118 Seamen, beſides Paſſen- 
| gers. The S$:mpſon, burden 600 Tuns, 120 Seamen. 

The Ber#l-y-Caſtle, burden 530 Tuns, 106 Seamen. 
The Pre/edent, burden 550 Tuns, 1.10 Seamen. 

For Suratt and the Coaſt of Ind:a, three Three-Deck 

G Ships, 
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Ships, vis. The Williamſon; burden 550 tuns, 1:0 
Seamen, The Lancaſter, burden 450 tuns, go Sea- 
men. The Johanna, burden 530 tuns, 1c6 Seamen. 

For Bantam, two Ships, 12. The Soczety, burden 
600 tuns, 100 Seamen. The Nathanzel, burden 600 
tuns, 1co Seamen. 

For the South Seas and China, two Ships, :Z. The 
Falcon, burden 430 tuns, 64 Seamen. The Barnar- 
diſton, burden 350 tuns, 69 Seamen. 

And in all of them the Stock of 479946 /. 15 5. 6 d. 

This Year the Company are ſending cut for the 
Coaſt of Cormandel, and the Bay of Bengall, 5 Three- 
Deck Ships, 2:5. The Beng-1/4, burden 570 tuns, 114 
Seamen. Ihe Ann, burden 460 tuns, 92 Seamen. 
The Go/der Fleece, burden 575 tuns, 115 Seamen. 
The Ceſar, burden 520 tuns, 104 Seamen. The George, 
burden 580 tuns, 116 Seamen. | 

For Surat, and the Coaſt of Indra, three Ships, 2. 
Theo, 600 tuns, 120 Seamen, The Maſſingbird, 
480 tuns, 88 Seamen. And the Succeſs,}460 tungs, 9% 
SEeamen. 

For Bantam, three Ships, viz. The New London, 
6co tuns, 100 Seamen. The Scipio Africanus , 360 
tuns, 74 Seamen. And the Per/ea Merchant, 360 tans, 
and 74 Seamen. 

And for the South-Seas and China, one other great 
Ship, which 15 nor yet reſolved upon. 

And in all of them the Stock of above 6000co /. Ster. 

Note that the Ships are generally bigger than they 
are let for, and the Company employ none but Eng- 
JI:ſh-built Ships ; and that beſides what they ſent out 
laſt Year, and are ſending this, they have always a 
conſiderable Stock left in the Countrey, to make and 
provide Goods betore-hand. Beſides, likewiſe their 
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INands, Towns, Garriſons, Houſes, Buildings, Am- 
munition, Bc, The juſt mumber of their Adventu- 
rers now, is 556, and new ones daily coming in: The 
Companies Doors being never ſhut againſt any of his 
Majeſties Subjects, as Regulated Companies are. And 
they have what Money they will at 3 per Cent ; which 
will be the worſt News of all in Hol/Jand. 

If, notwithſtanding all that hath been ſaid, the 
Company muſt be deitr fed, Gods Will be done. To 
write what [ have, I thought my Daty to my Coun- 
trey ; which having ſatisfied my ſelf in the p— 
of, Iam not careful for events: being always confi- 
dent, that whatever the Parliament does, they will do 
it juſtly; and fo wiſely as to make the: beſt of a bad 
Bargain. I am perſuaded the Dutch, to have this feat 
done, would eaſe our Lands a while, by giving us a 
Million of Pounds Sterling, if they knew where to find 
Chapmen ( which God grant they never may ); and 
I am ſure, if they did pay two Millions, they would 
have too good a Bargain of it. 


